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The Selectmen credit the town for the year ending March, 1
1877, as follows :—

$13,922.09
771.94
360.51
113.85
233.61
12.00
60.15
37.45
5,253.85
1,177.45
1,434.23

By list of taxes assessed Apr. 1, 1876,
Savings bank tax,
Railroad tax,
Literary fund,

Of Grafon County,
O. F. Morse and others for lumber,
Rent of town hall,
Seth Cass, interest on taxes of 1876,
Cash in ‘Treasury, March 1, 1873,
Seth Cass, taxes of 1875,

Woodbury Sleeper, taxes of 1874,

$23,377.13
21,589.84

Borrowed,

$44,966.97
Disbursements.

$1,244.00
1,178.08
—_—_—__$2,,422.08
$21.19

Paid State tax,

County tax,
Paid outstanding orders,

School Money.
District No. 1, E. O. Marden,
2, L. W. Fling,
3, O. Nelson,
4, J. M. R. Emmons,
3, John M. Dame,
6, William Mussey,
7, H. C. Homans,
8, C. N. Drake,
9, J. M. Sleeper,
~~

$39.55
1,546.04
42.93
25.64.
43.63
54.79
15.75
74.94.
55.86

1. 8S. Tilton, Bridgwater, M. S. Peter’s school
money, for ’74,’75, ’76,

9.60

———

$1,908.73

School-House

Tax

District No. 2, L. W. Fling,
Precinct Tax.
District No. 2, J. D. Kelley,
Pauper’s Bills.
DanieEL TIRRELL.
March 25, David soe
aorHoard,
$57.97
June, 24,
v
45.50
Sept. 30,
ie
+
*¢ making clothes, 47.00
C. H. Dickinson, goods,
4.68
Dec. 30, David Follansbee, board,
46.00
Keb. 27, C. Boardman, goods,
50
I.S. Chase, visits,
12.00
Fowler & Co., medicine,
1.65

$500.00
$340.00

$215.30
June 24,

Dec. 30,
Jan. 8,
Keb. 24,

Feb. 28,

D. C. WILrey.
C. H. Dickinson, wood,
Frank Willard,, fitting wood,
Cyrus Taylor, goods,
Curtice and Locke, pork,
Charles Boardman, goods,
H. B. Fowler, professional services,
F. E. Getchell, fitting wood,
Solon Dolloff, wood,
Fowler & Co., medicine,

$8.25
3.00
5.15
9.97
3.00

6.00
6.00
26.00°
8.15

$75.52
Mary Swett.
March 31, T. H. Wicom, board,
Apr. 29, I.S. Chase, medical services & medicine,
avers
WL. ed. apa, pose,
Sept. 21, ‘s
Nec. 30, C. Taylor, Bais
Feb. 28, C. Boardman, goods,
Feb. 27, T. H. Wicom, board,
Fowler & Co., medicine,

$51.00
52.50
26.14
78.86
1.28
1.79
01.43
4.25

$267.22
CLARISSA Brown.
Sapt. 80, Abigail Darling, board,
F sb. 24,
s

$91.72
64.71

$156.43
RoxaNNA

Jan.

RICHARDSON.

J. M. Ames, board and doctor’s bill,
B. M. Ames, taking to asylum,

$21.43
9.00

15.96

Nov. 26, N. H. Asylum, board,

$46.39
Exuia Hickey.
State Reform School, board,

$27.57

Total for paupers,

$788.43

Highways and Bridges.
J. M. R. Emmons’ Disrrict.
$1.96.
9.93 |
7.02
43.62
17.79

Apr. 29, Hunt and Danforth, shoveling snow,

June 24, H. N. Emmons, breaking roads,
Noy. 25, J. M. R. Emmons, work on road,
Work under J. M. R. Emmons,

Feb. 22, J. M. R. Emmons, breaking roads,

$75.92
J. M. Damr’s District.

Aug. 26, J. M. Dame, _ breaking roads,
Jan. 27, Josiah Marston,
‘“*
:

Jan. 28, Joseph Moore,

rh

$5.00
4.42

mae’

Loe

$24.96

—

A. J. FERRIN’S DISTRICT.

May 27, A. J. Ferrin, breaking roads,
mw. ba, |*
66

Feb..24,

$5.57
3.09
12.91
9.39

*¢ ~~work on road,
66

‘¢

66

66

breaking road,
ee

D. Y. Emmons’

ee

$30.96

District.

$22.63
24.00

Work under D. Y. Emmons,
D. Y. Emmons, breaking roads,

$46.63
J. W. BcrLeEIGH’s DISTRICT.

Apr. 29, John Dow, breaking roads,
July 29, Jonathan Emmons, breaking roads,
Feb. 28, J. W. Burleigh, breaking roads,
Work under J. W. Burleigh,
Wituiam

Muzzey’s

District.

May 27, Otis Sanborn, breaking roads,
‘*
Samuel Muzzey, = *
af
June 24,8. K. Worthen,

.

Work under W. Muzzey,

a

$10.19
11.54
15.60
16.70
ee

$54.03

Frep Kipper’s District.
Apr. 29, B. F. Sanborn, breaking roads,
May 1, Fred Kidder, work on road,

Retwa.en.**
NM
breaking roads,
Feb. 24, work under F. Kidder,

$14.35
2.70
18.15
27.41
$62.61

O. S. Hatv’s District.
Apr. 29, Stephen Nelson, br ue roads,
0. S. Hall,
Work under O.Sbalts

$23.90
33.91
38.08

$95.89
WILuiAM

RaAnxkin’s District.

Apr. 29, Benjamin Gray, ete

LES.

Feb. 238, W. Rankins,
Work under W. Beniae

$23.37
28.95
26.86

$79.18

Rosert Buntin’s District.
29,8.8. Fellows,

breaking roads,

N. H. Batchelder,

‘

me toa 4")

R. S. Jaqueth, shoveling snow,
Sept. 30, P. S. Drake,
labor on bighaay.
Noy. 25, L. C. Bailey,
3
A. T. Nudd,
C. N. Drake,

oh
yh

os
os

R. Buntin,

-

a

Jan. 23, H. Cheney, work on road,
Feb. 24, A. T. Nudd, labor on highway,
P. 8. & Frank Drake,

$82.97
22.90
2.10
18.50
14.00
5.12
3.40
32.73
4.60
3.15
10.70

$200.17
Catvin Mupeert’s Districr.
Jan. 27, C. H. Mudgett, work on road,
Work under C. H. Mudgett,

$10.11
30.67

$40.78
J. M. Sirrper’s Disrricr.
Apr: 29,:3.°M. Dleeper} breaking Bets
Feb. 25, 2:
Work done under J. M. Sleeper,

$17.70
25.80
44.36

$87.86
CHARLES GALE’S DISTRICT.
Apr. 29, C. A. Gale, breaking roads,

$14.79

Feb. 25, Work done under C. A. Gale,

LZ27
$32.06

EvisAn SANBORN’S DIstRICT.
Mar. 11, Elijah Sanborn, breaking roads,
ec, 50,
|**
=
work and plank,
Work under Elijah Sanborn,

$8.25

16.48
46.75
8.50

Feb. 25, E. Sanborn, breaking roads,
Work under I. Sanborn,

8.00

$87.93

Soton Dottorr’s Districr.
Feb. 24, Work under Solon Dolloff,
Milo Fellows, breaking roads,

Work under S. Dolloff,

|
$69.89
Diao

ih beg pre

$87.01
T. H. Wicom’s Disrricr.
May 27, Samuel Hilands, breaking roads,
“
he
work on
‘
Feb. 27, T. H. Wicom, breaking roads,
28, Work under T. H. Wicom,

$7.48
2.01
10.35
7.00

$28.14
Unton District.
Amount worked, W. A. Berry, Geo. W. Dow and Woodbury Sleeper,
$1,412.63
Woodbury Sleeper,
24.71
$1,437.34
MIsceLLANEOUS

FOR H1iGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.

Apr. 22, Schuyler Walker, work on highway in ’75,
29, A. H. George, land damage,
June. 24, A. E. Peaslee, damage to wagon,
E. M. Fastman, lighting bridge,
Aug. 25, E. C. Hastings, surveying road,
S. P. Kirk, damage to carriage,
Seth Cass, for plank,
Sept. 23, C. H. Day, moving foundation,
30, E. M. Eastman, lighting bridge,
EK. T. Hutchins, for plank,

$42.19
35.00
5.95
10.00
2.00
8.00
38.86

25.00
10.00
7.22

H. B. Sanborn, damage to wagon, harness, &c., 10.00

Oct. 28, O. S. Hall, repairs on plow,
Peck. Gordon, bridge eas
Scott Patten,
‘
J. W. Saunders, ‘

"3

3.25
4.00
11.68
9920

Nov. 25, Milo Fellows, work and brick,
L. W. Hammond,

$14.33

powder and fuse ’75, ’76,

8.50

Dec. 30, T. Muzzey, lumber and repairing wes
Chas. Flanders, damage to sled,
D. S. Mason, drawing |plank, &e.,

6.75
2.40
5.45

L. A. Ballou, water tub,
C. Taylor, lumber,

‘¢ spikes and cement,
Jan. 21, W. Beede, damage to horse and sleigh,
31, A. Blake, land damage,

os
‘¢ damage to sleigh and hprness,
E. M. Eastman, lighting and snowing bridge,
Feb. 24, Josiah Marston, damage to sleigh,
27, C. H. Batchelder, water tub,
Gust Walker, pipe and steel,
O. Nelson, water tub,
Highway tax worked by Jordan and others ’74,

3.00
111.54
11.83
5 00
50.00
5.00
12.00
200
3.00
154.22
3.00

37.84
$749.26

Total for highways and bridges,

$3,276.52

Miscellaneous Items.
Mar. 11, L. W. Fling, services for 1875,
E. K. Pray, pamphlet laws and stationery,
13, Moses A. Quimby, damage to sleigh and harness,
18, R. W. Musgrove, printing reports, stationery, &c.,
25, I. H. Ordway, police services,
Apr. 17, J. A. Haynes, repair hearse and hearse house,
Morrill and Silsby, printing bonds,
22, James T. Sanborn, police services 2 years,
May 8, F. W. Bingham, paint and work on town office,
Morrill & Silsby, books and stationery,

27, J. W. Wells, police services,

60.00
4.00
5.00
63.20
2.00
12.00
22.65
50.00
3.80
8.92

25.00

July 29, H. B. Fowler, for Decoration Day,
.
50.00
Sept. 30,J.Harrin, care of sick man,
2.00
W. Sleeper, order book, and boots for J. Bryson, 5.25

K. E. Dearborn, Assignee for M. H. Crosby,
wood and lumber,
Nov. 4, G. W.S. 8. Gordon, police services,
Dec. 30, Chas. Flanders, police services,
W. Sleeper, insurance of town house,

Jan. 1, C. B. Griswold, examining records,
27, J. Taylor, blacksmithing,
R. W. Musgrove, printing blanks,

Feb. 24, C. Boardman, nails,

41.26
30.00
3.00
20.00

2.50
4.78
4.50

24

Feb. 24, E. Kendall, care of town clock.

$14.00
ol
4.00
G. L. Tilton, police services,
$150.00
Seth Cass, collecting taxes, ’75,
66
66
"76, ,
125.00
150.00
Woodbury‘ Sleeper,
collectingfas) taxes ’74 b
j
b]
Expenses of wood and lights and care town hall, 60.46

28, O. K. Bucklin, blacksmithing,

$924.07

Town Oficers’ Bills.
Solon Dolloff, Selectman,

Woodbury Sleeper, Selectman,
Seth Cass, Selectman,

A. W. Bingham, Town Clerk,
Chas. Boardman, Treasurer,

J. M: Bishop, Schoo! Committee,

$107.50
110.00
82.00
40.00
25.00
50.00

$414.50

Expenses in Johnson Case.
Dec. 2, H. A. Randolph, services,
21, G. A. Robie, coffin, digging grave, &c.,
Feb. 28, O. K. Bucklin, team to Ashland, &c.,

$11.15
13.75
4.00

$28.90

Abatement of Taxes.
Feb. 24, F. W. Quimby, highway taxes ’73 and ’76,
Levi Nelson, over taxed,
E. Sanborn, abatement on mill,
On tax list of 1873,
66

“

1876,

1874,
Mrs. A. F. Burpee, taxes 1871,
66

66

$5.15

4.43
9.06
500.00
110.00
210.00
6.02

8341.66
Paid on Notes.

Mrs. H. A. Haynes,
Schuyler Walker,
Betsey Ordway,
Beniah Wheeler,
Favor Locke,

Ruth P. Brown,
David Mason,
W.A. Berry, Exr.,

$109.00
2,205.60
50.00
639.13
114.32
212.53
769.61
2,041.33

10
Belinda K. Gordon,
J. F. Tilton,
D. K. Sanborn,

Mary C. Mudgett,
Sarah Cheney,
Nancy A. Durgin,
Amanda M. Stearns,
Polly H. Sleeper,
Horace Ballou,
Dorcas W. Heath,

Hannah W. Gray,
Hiram W. Kendall,

~ Belinda B. Cass,
Clark Merrill,

Cardigan Lodge, I. O. O. F.,
Betsey Ordway,
I. H. Ordway,
Levi Nelson,
Ellen Kidder,
Henrietta Sanborn,
H. M. Emmons,
Seth Cass,
Clarence N. Merrill,

Mrs. H. Cheney,
A

FE, Patten,

Lucy R. Stearns,
Almira M. Huse,
Eliza Rankins,

Franklin
Rebecca
Clara J.
William
Frances

Fogg,
Cheney,
Sanborn,
Mudeett,
W. Calley,

Frances L. Blake,

Nancy F. Danforth,
Lovina Gerry,
Mary Swett,
A. L. Worthen,
A. D. Locke,

Abbie L. Welch,
‘Lovina Cook,
Marcus L. Emmons,
Woodbury Sleeper,
Henrietta Fellows,
Rebecca Cheney,
Naney Durgin,

57.48
264.15
$1.88
625.19
319.18
63.12
645.42
472.43
556.59
1,958.23
60.47
76.07
1,597:57
113.54
143.53
049.70
114.06
166.94
111.32
330.82
556.68
327.61
4.60.90
162.84
542.46
658.48.
105.56
52.29
1,081.71
127.30
650.66
57.56
55.65
314.85
265.09
1,068.49
1,047.35
25.59
157.40
63.75
166.37
159.35
156.89
337.73
129.39
65.83
—

11

James H. Brown, Admr.,
Daniel S. Mason,
Milo Fellows,

Betsey Ordway,
Horace Ballou,
Mrs. Varnum Pratt,

Clarence N. Merrill,

Cardigan Lodge, I. O. O. F.,
Lucy R. Stearns,
Hiram W. Kendell,

Mary Tobine,
Hannah Woolson,

Mary Chadwick,
Edward H. Rice,
J. H. Brown,
Charles E. Mason,

John Nutting, not previously reported,
Daniel K. Sanborn,
Horace M. Emmons,

$1,565.64
532.89
292 07
1,092.25
574.95
1,033.04
474.74
148.77
326.92
15.00
32.89
135.02
60.74
166.24
58.43
14.94.
744.00
54.26
582.43
$31.621.71

Recapitulation.
Total amount received,
State tax,

County tax,
School tax,
School-House tax,
Fire Ward,

Outstanding orders,
Pauper bills,
Highways and bridges,
Miscellaneous items,
Town officers’ bills,

Johnson case,
Abatement of taxes,
Paid on notes,
In hands of Treasurer,
-

$44,966.97
$1,244.00
1.178.98
1,908.73
500.00
340.00
21.19
788.43
3,276.52
924.07
414.50
28.90
841.66
31,621.71
1,879.18
mre td deSHGGE

12

é

Notes and Interest due from the Town, March 1, 1877.
Date of notes, Apr. 1, 1876.
Favor Locke,
I. H. Ordway,

$104.58
119.29

Ellen Kidder,
Almira M. Huse,

116.42
110.40

Mrs. Polly H. Sleeper,
Sarah Cheney,
Mary C. Mudgett,

494.08
124.64
235.51

Dorcas W. Heath,
Amanda M. Stearns,
Eliza A. Rankins,
Belinda B. Cass,
Seth Cass,
Levi Nelson,
Hannah Woolson,
Belinda K. Gordon,

2,047.98
152.09
94.69
834.13
734.92
174.59
141.21
60.11
1,045.83
64.55

:

Webster C. Brown,
Hiram W. Kendall,

Hannah W. Gray,
Mary Tobine,

'

63.24
523.12
$7,201.38

Bonds due from Town, March
Seth Cass,
Belinda B. Cass,
David Mason,
Amanda M. Stearns,

1, 1877.
$1,000.00
800.00
700.00
900.00

Franklin Fogg,

$1,100.00

S. K. Mason,
R. 8. Danforth,
N. W. Cass,
A. J. Smith,
Abbie 8. White,
Mrs. Varnum Pratt,
Clarence Merrill,
Ezekiel Follansbee,

©

300.00
200.00
900.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
200.00
400.00

Mary C. Mudgett,

400.00

Sarah Cheney,

200.00

William G. Kelley,
Daniel Kelley,

200.00
200.00
458.33
——— $10,458.33

Interest on bonds,

—_———_
__

Amount the town owes,

$17,659.71

13

Amount the town owes, brought up from page 12,

$17,659.71

Due the Town.

In hands of Treasurer,
Grafton County for support of paupers,

$1876.18
287.06
————

Actual debt,
Decrease of debt,

$2,163.24
$15,496.47

$2,636.80

Respectfully submitted,
SOLON DOLLOFF,
WOODBURY SLEEPER,
SETH CASS,

AUDITOR’S

Selectmen
of
Bristol.

REPORT.

We hereby certify that we have examined the foregoing
Report of the Selectmen of the town of Bristol, and find their
accounts correctly cast and properly vouched,

L. W. HAMMOND, }4,4,
K. E. DEARBORN,
hapringrt fe
Bristol, March 6, 1877.
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OF THE

SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE
OF THE
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FOR

THE
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YEAR

ENDING
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MARCH

POT:
1, 1877.

District No. 1.
;
This district has had only one term of school of eight weeks, taught
by Miss L. D. CattEy.
Whole number of scholars in the district, 6;
average attendance, four and four fifths.
The general appearance of
this school was good.
Particular attention was given to reading and
spelling—very important branches to be taught in our public schools.
Arithmetic, Geography and Grammar were not neglected.
The teacher
had sufficient time to devote to all the classes in school.
It was a profitable term.
Four scholars came in from adjoining districts.
Teacher
remarks that she is pleased to report that her scholars have been studious, obedient and punctual.
Amount of school money,
$39.55.
Wages of teacher per month, including board, $18.50.
E. O. Marden,

Prudential Committee.
District No. 2,—See Union District.
District No. 3.
This district has had one Summer term of ten weeks, taught by Miss
NETTE NELSON.
Whole number of scholars, 8; average, 7. At my
first visit, the school appeared well.
During the last half of the term
there was some dissatisfaction on the part of the Prudential Committee with the teacher, in consequence of which he withdrew his scholar;
but the remaining portion of the district expressing entire satisfaction,
and the Supt. Committee not finding sufficient reason for removal, she
continued through theterm.
Notwithstanding this unfortunate occur-

rence, there was a good degree of interest in the school, and it made
good improvement.
School money, $42.98.
Wages of teacher per
month, including board, $16.72.
»O. Nelson, Prudential Committee.
District No. 4.
There have been eight weeks of school in this district.
Taught by
Miss JENNIE 8S. Emmons.
Only two scholars in the district.
One was
not absent at all, the other only one half day. They are very good

16
readers and spellers for scholars of their ageandprivileges.
They expressed a good understanding of what they had passed over in Arithmetic and Grammar.
Amount of school money, $25.64.
Wages of
teacher per month, including board, $20.82.
Board was given. J. M.
R. Emmons, Prudential Committee.
District No. 5.
Has had twelve weeks of school.
Taught by Miss Karr L. Rosin.

She reports six scholars in the district; average, five and one half.
Ten came in from adjoining districts, making the number of scholars in
school, sixteen; average, tweive.
Miss Robie has successfully taught
this school ten terms, which speaks well for her as a teacher.
Besides the more common
studies usually pursued in this grade of
schools, she had a class in History of United States, and one in Drawing. More attention should be given to drawing in our schools.
The
progress was very good.
Amount of money, $43.68.
Wages of teacher?per month, including board, $24.00.
Board was given.
District No. 6.
This district

has had two terms of school

the past year.

The

first,

a Summer term of four weeks.
The second, a Fall term of eight
weeks.
Both taught by Miss ANrnHE Ropinson.
The whole number
of scholars in the district, fourteen.
Thirteen attended school in the
district; one in the adjoining district.
Average attendance, first term,
twelve; second term, ten.
The teacher remarks in her register that
several instances of absence the second termwere caused by sickness,
which accounts for the average of this term falling below the first.
Absence from sickness, however much regretted, may be beyond our
control, but generally tardiness is not.
I noticed in the teacher’s register for the second term, forty instances of tardiness.
Scholars
should be prompt at the opening of the school.
Regular and prompt
attendance to school, as in other business, indicates interest.
Most of
the scholars, however, manifested a good interest, and made good advancement in their studies.
Amount of money, $54.79.
Wages teacher per month, including board, $18.80. Wm. Mussey, Prudential Committee.

District No. 7.

;

There has been a Summer term of nine weeks in this district, taught
by Miss Mary H. Cuay.
Six scholars attended school, but only four
belong in the district.
Average attendance, four.
Thescholars in the
district were very regular in attendance.
The deportment was good.
I think it was a profitable term.
Amount of school money, $15.75.
Wages of teacher per month, including board, $18.00.
H. C. Homan,

Prudential Committee.

Board was given.
Districr No. 8.
There have been two terms in this district.

weeks, taught by Mr. Davip B. PLumMerR.

The first term of six

The whole number of schol-

ars, 14; average attendance, eleven.
Mr. Plumer succeeded well in his
school.
It was quite orderly, and a good degree of interest wes clearly evinced.
I think the money was profitably expended.
The second
term of nine weeks was taught by Miss 8. F. Sansporn.
‘The whole
number of scholars, eighteen; average attendance, fifteen.
Miss Sanborn evidently labored for the best interest of all her scholars, but some
did not fully appreciate her well intended efforts, consequently there
was not that harmony of feeling, and concert of action, that we would

liked to have seen.

But I am glad to say that most of the scholars ap-

preciated and improved their opportunities.
Amount of money, $74.94:
Wages of each teacher per month, including board, $20.00.

Disrricr No. 9.
e
This district has had a Fall term of nine weeks.
Taught by Miss
F. A. Prumer.
Whole number of scholars, seven; average attendance,
six and one half. The scholars have been regular and prompt in attendance, and they manifested a commendable interest in their studies.
Miss Plumer has done good service for this school the four terms she
has taught.
We regret the loss,of her from our board of teachers;
nevertheless we honor her decision, and wish her much happiness and
prosperity in her new calling.
Amount of school money, $55.86.
Wages of teacher, $26.00 per month, including board.

GRADED

SCHOOL,

UNION

DISTRICT.

First PRIMARY.
At the commencement of the Graded School it was thought best to
divide the Primary School, asthe number of scholars in this department
was too large for one teacher to successfully teach.
It was to be more
especially so now, because a large number were to commence for the
first time to attend school.
These little folks require a good deal of
attention, or they will not receive much profit by attending school.
Consequently Miss Susue PRESCOTT was engaged to teach a Summer
and Fall term for these

smaller

children.

Whole

number

first term, 29; average, 21; second term, 35; average, 28.
folks made good improvement under Miss Prescott’s

Wages of teacher per month, including board, $20.00.

of scholars,

These little
instruction.

;

SECOND PRIMARY.
There have been three terms in this apartment.
A Summer and
Winter term, each of ten weeks, and a Fall term of eleven.
Taught
by Miss Karr F. GrorGe.
Whole numbsr of scholars, first term, 40;
average attendance, 30. A large number were absent this term from
sickness.
Second term, 43; average, 37. Third term, 45; average, 38.
A class of five was advanced to the Intermediate School.
At the commencement of the second term, a change in Arithmetics was made.
Greenleaf’s First Steps was introduced—a book much better adapted
to the wants of the scholars than the one removed.
It more clearly

.
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presents the first steps in Mental Arithmetic.
It also passes more easily from the mental to the written exercises for the slate; so that the

young

scholar is enabled to

commence

the

Higher

Arithmetic

with

greater facilities.
The first class of fifteen commenced this book, and
have been through it andreviewed. They have also finished their Geography, and are prepared to enter the Intermediate School the next term.
The teacher remarks that this class is the farthest advanced of any
class that has been under her instruction since she has taught the
school.
The second class commenced Arithmetic, and have advanced as far
as Division; also commenced Geography, and have been to ‘South
America.
‘These small scholars have made very good progress. Experience thus far proves that the division of this school was a judicious
movement.
Wages of teacher per month, including board, $28.00
“INTERMEDIATE

SCHOOL.

There have been three terms in this department, taught by Miss
Emma M. Crawrorp.
The first and third terms each of ten weeks;
the second, eleven.
The whole number of scholars the first and third
terms, thirty-six; second, forty-two.
The average attendance of the
’ third term was much the best, and the scholars manifested more interest in their studies.
At the commencement of the second term, Green-'
leaf’s Elementary Arithmetic was introduced, which more than supplies
the place of the two previously used.
The first class commenced the
book at Division, and at the close of the third term, had been as far as
Compound Numbers, and reviewed.
The second class commenced the
book, and have passed to Decimal Fractions, and reviewed.
During

the time, both classed have attended to Geography.
Those in the second class have finished their book.
The school, the last term especially, has made good progress.
Now,
there is only one grade of Arithmetic and one of Geography in this
school; and it is all that is required.
For mere mental exercise, I
think a thorough drill in Colburn’s Mental Arithmetic, during the first
and, perhaps, the second term after a class enters tne Grammar School
would be advisable.
This is as early as a thorough study of mental
Arithmetic can profitably be introduced.
I think much precious time
is lost to our young scholars by devoting so much of it to the study
of Arithmetic, thereby neglecting those studies more fitting to their
minds.
Arithmetic requires the exercise of reason to comprehend it;
a faculty not largely developed in early childhood, but the ability to
memorize is quite good; therefore, I think the study of those branches
which are calculated to furnish the mind with amore general knowledge
of facts and things should receive more attention.
One hour a day, twice a week, devoted to reading the history of interesting events, or of animals, from suitable text-book, would prove,

if rightly conducted, an interesting and very useful exercise for this
school.
All the scholars should participate in the exercise, and make
it the subject of mutual conversation.
By these means, many valuable ideas may be obtained, and a desire for a more extensive knowledge

of history encouraged.

.

A class of eleven was advanced to the Grammar School.
The teacher reports the following named scholars as perfect in deportment the
third term: Eva Ballou, Winnie Heath, Della Tilton, Minnie Gale, May
Butrick, Hattie Lewis, Cora Ford.
Wages of teacher per month, including board, $28.

’

GRAMMAR

SCHOOL.

This school has had three terns, taught by Miss Saran P. WEBSTER.
The first and third term was each ten weeks; the second, eleven.
‘The
The first term the whole number of scholars was 31; average attendance, 28. ‘The second term. 30; average, 27. The third term, 34; but
three came in from out of the district; average, 32.
The scholars have
been very regularin their attendance.
A good interest was manifested
through the year.
‘The teacher devoted her time and energies to the
interest of her scholars.
<A class of nine was advanced to the High
School at the commencement of the first term.
All of the tirst class have taken three studies, viz: Arithmetic, History of the United States, Geography, the first and second terms, and
Grammar the third, having finished Geography the second term.
In
Arithmetic, they have advanced to Involution.
I think they have a
good understanding of what they have been over.
In History they
have advanced to the 163d page.
At the beginning of the third term,
they commenced Grammar, and have taken the leading ideas.in the
first 43 lessons.
The second class in Geography has becn as far as the
map of Asia.
In Arithmetic, they have done well.
A part.of this class have taken three studies.
Reading and Spelling

haye not been neglected.
All the classes passed a good examination.
I have never witnessed as much interest among the scholars, nor more
real improvement in this apartmeut, than has been manifested the past
year.
I am aware that there have been some reports in circulation respecting the discipline.
Much more has been reported, I fear, than is
true.
The school has not been disorderly, yet had it been a little more
quiet, it would have been pleasing tome.
But since the great object
of school purpose has been so thoroughly accomplished, I think there
is more reason for rejoicing than for complaint
I am frank to say
that the past has been one of the most successful years in this department since my acquaintance with the school.
I noticed in the register, in the colume of deportment, that all the
scholars except six were marked medium, or above medium during the
year.
Average wages of teacher per month, including board, “40.00.
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HiegH SCHOOL.
Has had a Summer, Fall and Winter term of eight, twelve and ten
weeks, respectively.
Taught by Miss Mar L. Bickrorp.
Whole
number of scholars “first term, 24; average attendance, 21. Second
term, 25; average, 22. Third term, 32; average, 27..
There were
eleven classes in this school, viz: I'wo classes in Robinson’s Higher
Arithmetic, two in Algebra, one in Grammar, one in Physical Geography, one in Book-Keeping, one in Natural Philosophy, one in Physiology, and two in Latin.
The first class in Arithmetic, of eight in number, finished the book.
The second class— twenty-two in number
— which was composed in
part of scholars that attend school only one term of the year, and of
some that were advanced from the Grammar School before they were
quite qualified, for the purpose of equalizing the work in each school,
has advanced as far as Percentage.
They have done well.
Both class-

es in Algebra made good advancement.
The first passed as far as
Ratio and Proportion.
The second commenced Algebra the last term
and advanced: to Subtraction of Fractions.
The Grammar class of
eighteen has made very good progress.
The class in Physical Geography, commenced and finished the book; also the class in Physiology.
The class in Natural Phylosophy began the book at the first of last
term, and has been more than half through.
The classin Book-keeping
commenced the first of the second term, and has completed the book.
The two classes in Latin have made very good proficiency.
The first
has finished reading Roman History.
‘The second commenced the
Latin Grammar the last term and went to Verbs.
These classes passed a very satisfactory examination.
Reading, Spelling and Rhetoricals have received their proper attention.
Penmanship was practiced the first and second terms by all who
desired, in the three highest grades.
It was thought unadvisable in

Winter.
Miss Bickford came among us an entire stranger, bearing
recommendations from the State Normal School.
She commenced
her school with a good degree of interest, in her quiet and ‘dignified
manner; soon gained the esteem of her scholars, and proved a suc-

cessful teacher.

She reports the following named scholars as perfect

in deportment the last term:
Lizzie Alexander, Hattie Bingham, Mary
Cass, Alice Crawford, Cora Hastings, Annie Randolph, Nellie White,
Almon Hastings, Horace Kirk, Edward Kendall, Eugene Draper, and
Frank Batchelder,
Wages of teacher per month, including board,
first term, $52.00; second and third terms, each $56.00.
I have been thus particular in presenting the work accomplished in
our Graded School, that the citizens, and more especially the parents
may have a more definite idea of the amount of work done in these
schools the past year.
I wish, also, to correct, if possible, by the plain.

.
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statement of facts, any wrong impressions that may have been made
on the mind of any person by reports that have been in circulation.
I
am convinced that any candid, unbiased person, who will fairly consider what has been accomplished, will conclude that our schools, in
the acquisition of knowledge, have been unusually successful.
Yet,
had the scholars been more quiet about the building, in the halls, and
in passing in and out at recess, the general appearance of the schools
would have been improved.
Respecting damage déne to the house,
which has caused some remarks, I would say, it was noticed that the
halls on the first floor were being defaced by pencil marks on the
walls, but as soon as discovered, it was immediately stopped, and the
scholars repaired the injury as far as was consistent.
Other slight
damage, from accident or otherwise, has occurred, but the like has accurred before.
I do not say this to justify wrong, by any means; but
to show that the scholars now attending school are not so much more
wicked than those who have attended heretofore. “It was one of the
duties enjoined on the teachers to care for the house, which I think
they endeavored todo.
Wear and tear and occasional accidents, even,
where so many scholars are together, will occur.
This school is in a good working condition.
It has had alittle more
than thirty weeks of school on an average in each of the four higher
grades.
This, perhaps, is about as much as is desirable, but it should
not be less.
If it is it will prove detrimental to the interest of the
school.
The best scholars, such as are,able, would go out of town to
attend school, which should be prevented as far as consistent by providing suitable opportunities at home; both for the interest of our
school and the benefit of the town.
In order to do this we must have
a proper amount of money.
If the town does not think best. to raise
the necessary sum, it should be raised by the district.
Here are about
two hundred children, most of whom, when out of school, have nothing but play to engage their attention.
Parents, shall we let our children grow up in idleness and ignorence rather than appropriate a
little more of our money yearly to educate them in their youthful days?
Let us think of it, and act wisely.
The district needs about the same
amount the coming year that it had the past, in order that the school
may be successful.
The amount appropriated the past year was
$1,546.04.
Five hundred dollars was raised as a private tax it the dis-

trict
— noble act. Paid teachers’ salaries, $1,276.00.
L. W. Fling, D. P. Prescott and R. D. Brown, Prudential Committee.
In taking a careful review of our schools for the past year, I think
on the whole, that considerable advance has been made; that more than
ordinary interest has been manifested.
But there may be additional
improvements.
Much more may be done to elevate and render them
abundantly useful.
I will briefly speak of a few things which I think
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may give character and interest to our schools.
A good house is very
important.
Some of our schoolhouses are decidedly poor.
They need
to be rebuilt or remodeled and improved within and without.
The
school house should be inviting.
The surroundings should be pleasant.
The internal arrangement should be after the best model.
It should be
neat and tidy, and made as inviting as circumstances will permit.
Pictures and drawings hung on the walls, bouquets of flowers, and plants
during the season of vegetable growth, would add as much to the cheerfulness of the school room as to our sitting rooms at home.
Our children are forming habits in their early school days.
All that has a tendency

to cultivate

a pure

taste

and

elevate

the character

are

proper

objects and subjects for instruction in the school room. .
Our Prudential Committees should be careful to procure competent
teachers.
Not every one who has sufficient book knowledge will make
a profitable teacher.
A good teacher needs other qualifications.
They
should make teaching a subject of study, they should love the work in
short, they should possess an aptness for the work.
Teaching is rapidly assuming the character of a profession.
The time is past when the
strong arm and the ferule are to be the insignia of success in pedagogical work.
Intelligence, skill and culture are the elements which now
constitute a successful teacher.
The evils of irregular attendance and tardiness which afflict some of
our schools should be remedied.
Parents should see that their children
are regular in attendance at school and in proper season.
‘The habit
of punctuality should be inculcated in early life.
Habits formed in
youth are often lasting, hence the importance that they should be correct.
Habits are elements which enter largely in the formation of
character.
;
,
Parents ought to do all they can to interest their children in school,
and say nothing to prejudice their minds against the teacher.
A word
thoughtlessly spoken may do much to alienate their respect for her.
They should sympathize with the teachers and encourage them in their
work.
No parents should fail to visit the school where they have children in attendance once at least during each term.
Let us as citizens
and parents manifest our interest in, and sustain our public schools.
Amount of school money raised by tax, $1,088.53.
Literary Fund
$122.98.
Dogtax, $140.00.
Raised
by district No. 2, $500.00.
Percent
added, $47.62.
Total, $1,899.13.
The whole number of scholars returned by the Selectmen, last April,
to Superintending School Committee, 231; males, 109; females, 122.
The number returned by teachers’ registers, 247; number of males, 139;
females, 108.
Number of scholars not attending school, between the
ages of five and fifteen, 5; three females and two males.
Average length of schools in town, 17 5-13 weeks.
Average daily attendance of all the scholars in town, 20.
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Average expense of each enrolled scholar for the year, $7.68.
Whole
amount paid teachers, including board, $1,679.34.
Average wages of
teachers, per month, $25.65.
.
The number of scholars, attending to each of the different studies
pursued in town, reading, 247; Spelling, 240; Penmanship, 94; Arithmetic, 191; Geography, 154; Grammar, 55; Rhetoricals, 70; U.S. History, 29; Natural Philosophy, 2; Book-keeping, 12; Drawing, 11; Algebra, 13; Physiology, 6; Latin, 9.

Number of visits made

to schools, by Superintending

School

Com-

mittee, 71.
J. M. BISHOP,
Bristol, March

1st. 1877.

S. S. Committee.
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